REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS; AND AGAIN I SAY, REJOICE.
PHIL 4:4

It's Christmas!One of the hottest items in the stores and on most people's list is

anything connected with star warhe movie: "Star WarsThe Force Awakens" wa
appropriately timed to coincide with the last minute Christmas shopping time frame.
How convenient!People who recall the original series back in the 1970's are just as
excited as the "newbieslh fact, Disney invested some $4 billion on this picture.
And the movie is only the beginnindrranchise sales of toys, books, etc. will be i

the multimillions. | am told that the Star Wars franchise itself has earned more
revenue ($27 billion) than any other.

What is the appeal that would cause people to line up to purchase tickets 12 days in
advance?Nhat is it that would cause one ¢hard couple to plan their wedding at «
theater showing the movieCould it be the storm troopers, the battle scenes, or the
ancient battle between good and ewilRave a feeling that part of it may be the

mental vacation that the movie provides for just a couple of hdims.only problem

Is that the realvorld problems are waiting for them when the movie is over.

With all the commotion and excitement over the Star Wars epic you would almast
think Jesus is comind.ve got good newsHe already has comdlong ago, in a

little village (Bethlehem) about 5 miles outside of Jerusalem, Jesus damean

believe this; He was a force to be reckoned withere were no storm troopers at lis
birth--only a vast host of angel3.here were no crowds standing in line for days

only a small band of sheep herders who were working the night $hiére were no

movie executives checking the ticket sales for this exanlyy some wise

men/astrologers who had seen a brilliant star in the eastern sky and presumed fhis to
be a celestial announcement of a special bittivas nothing like the hype afforded

the big scale holly wood productions...

Yet, more books have been writtanore movies madeamore Bibles printed and sold
than for any other figure (real or fictitious) in human histdrgir none.And get this-
He's real! He lived a righteous lifeHe died a painful deatiHe rose from the dead
He rules at the right hand of God noldow's that for a "force being awakened?!"

And, He's coming againThat is the
"blessed hope" that motivates true 1
believers.And can | tell you, His return fegk
will be "light years" greater than that of |
Darth Vader! Our message to you this
wonderful season is don't forget to

worship the Jesus of Bethlehelde has
come...and He will return soon!

May God bless you and yours this
Christmas!
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Blessings,
Pastor Russ



January

January Teachers

TeachersKen & Shelley Young
Helper: Ashley

Anissa Bohrer &
Susie Scharf

Meet weekly at the First Church of God and

pray for the community as the van drives U P CO M I N G P R AY =

Prayer Van T around New Martinsville. We alternate

Pt VAN TIMES:
: = : -,.—. chedules the ability to take pa v TueS. Jan 5 @ 6pm
— Wed. Jan. 13 @ 8:45a.m.
Tues. Jan. 19 @ 6p.m.

Wed. Jan. 27 @ 8:45a.m.

COMMUNITY PRAYE
SERVICE
- Sun. January 17th at
4:00p.m.
First Baptist Church

ChHristiar\ G seese

connection
A Place For Every L rrcer £ rere Every Lrrcerr T kes Yer Place
A huge THANK YOU to everyone that baked,

volunteered or purchased from the Cookie Bonanza.
The CWC appreciates the love and support!

The CWC will meet on Monday, Janurary 4th at 7p.m.
Betty Campbell will share the program
oSpiritual Giftsé.
Rebecca Snider will be the hostess.
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EDon't Look Back by Dennis DeHaan

Q
HLook not back on yesterday, So full of failure and regret, H
0Look ahead and seek God's way, All sin confessed you must forget. 0O
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1 The light shines in the :
I darkness, and the darkness'y SlES

can never extinguish it.

John 1:5 nur

The Christ Birthday Offering will be collected u
Sunday, January 10th.

“Come now, and let uas«’m ’t’d’gﬁheh”f‘?— — iy All Boards &
says the Lord, “Though your sins are ke scarle

Committees: Progress
Reports for the 2015 year
are due in January.

o On January 3rd at 6:0there
WAR R@QM will be a ladies movie night

PRAYER IS A POWERFUL WEAPON at the Church!
The movie it Wa r RoDb me

It is asked that everyone bring p
shack & your own beverage.
Let Krystin Dyer, Anissa Bohrel,
Vicki Forrester, or Melissa Dennls
know what you will be bringing.

If you bring your children,
you are responsible for them.




First Church of God  §:
255 Russell Avenue ' j
New Martinsville, WV BN
(304) 48853 :
Pastor: Rev. Russell

View us on the internet at

www.nmfcog.org

Januar

2016

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Bo Birthday 1 2
Ad Anniversary
CB@ Christ
Birthday
Offering
3 |4 5 6 7 8 9
- B Seth Edgel B3 Terry Tishe
CBO Offering
collected \< 6p.m. Prayer Bo DJ & Alex
BdFrances Burnsi Van Wilkinson
6:00 9 7:00cwc
Roombd I Meeting
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
CBO Offering 8:45 a.m. Ad Donna &
collected Prayer Van | Larry Weekley
6:00
B Ron Burges Leadership
Council Mtg
17 Bd Adam | 18 19 20 21 22 23
Forrester B- Jeff Dyer B3 Tyler Kiger
. 6p.m. Prayer
4:00 Comm. 6:30 Board of Van
Prayer Service CE Meeting 7
First Baptist Ty
Church 7:00 Board of
6:00 Praise & Trustees Mtg
Progress Get
Together
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Bo Margaret Bo Mike 8:45 a.m.
Pefferman Richmond Prayer Van
31 B Daniel

Witschey
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